
 

CONNECTIVE HEALING: 
The Lifelong Process 

FEATURING 
Robyn Gobbel 

Leslie Mackinnon & Denise Carroll  
Special Adoption Panel 

FEATURED SPEAKER 
 

ROBYN GOBBEL, 
LCSW, RPT-S 

Robyn Gobbel, LCSW, RPT-S is 
a therapist in private practice in 
Austin, TX specializing in 
complex trauma, attachment, 
and adoption. She utilizes a 
variety of complementary 
models, including EMDR, 
Somatic Experiencing, TBRI, 
Circle of Security, Theraplay, 
and Children’s Aerial Yoga and 
has developed a way of working 
with children and their families 

which is attachment-based, sensory-sensitive, and 
neuroscience supported.   
 
Robyn is trained in adoption, attachment, and trauma. She 
integrates attachment-based, neuroscience supported, and 
sensory sensitive modalities to create a healing 
environment for children who have experience early 
complex developmental trauma prior to joining their 
adoptive family. Robyn is a frequent trainer and speaker, 
appearing nationally at conferences and trainings for 
parents and therapists.  She regularly offers online 
educational opportunities at www.GobbelCounseling.com 

 

 

FEATURED SPEAKER 
 

ROBYN GOBBEL, LCSW, RPT-
S presenting on: 

 

*Healing Trauma from the 
Heart…with the Brain in 

Mind 
 

LESLIE MACKINNON, LCSW & 
DENISE CARROLL, BSEd 

presenting on: 
 

* Genetic Sexual 
Attraction   

  
AND BACK BY SPECIAL REQUEST… 
A PANEL HOSTED BY DANA 
BROWN, LCSW presenting on: 

  

* The Impact of Adoption 
 featuring: 

A birth mother, 
an adult adoptee, 

and a sibling group 

The 2019 Annual 
GALAA 

Conference on 
Adoption 

www.georgiaadoption.org 

March 14—15, 2019 at 

Atlanta Technical College, Cleveland 
L. Dennard Conference Center 

Check out new website: 

http://www.gobbelcounseling.com/


THURSDAY, March 14th 
8:30 AM-9:00 AM Registration  
 

9:00 AM-9:15 AM Welcome 
 

9:15AM-12:00 PM  Robyn Gobbel, LCSW, RPT-S  
 

Topic: Healing Trauma from the Heart Part 1 
In this day-long workshop, we will first dive into a basic 
understanding of brain development, laying the foundation for 
the paradigm shifting belief that "Regulated, connected 
children who feel safe behave well."  After deeply studying the 
relational neurosciences with experts in our field, and 
curiously watching the healing process unfold in my therapy 
office, Ms. Gobbel believes this down to her core.  We'll walk 
through the definitions of regulation, connection, and felt 
safety and learn concrete ways to increase each of them for 
children with histories of toxic stress or complex trauma. 
 

12:00 PM-1:00 PM Catered Lunch Provided 
 

1:00 PM-4:30 PM  Robyn Gobbel, LCSW, RPT-S  
 

Topic: Healing Trauma from the Heart Part 2 

Ms. Gobbel will continue her presentation on understanding 
the importance of cultivating presence and regulation in the 
individual self first, in order to invite their children into 
connection and regulation.   

FRIDAY, March 15th  
8:30 AM-9:00 AM  Light breakfast/Coffee 
 

9:00 AM-10:30 AM  Panel Discussion hosted by Dana 
Brown, LCSW 
 

Topic: The Impact of Adoption: Triad Member Panel 
Each triad member will share their personal experiences 
exploring the complex dynamics of adoption, search and 
reunion. They will share thoughts and feelings about best 
practice methods adoption professionals should consider 
when facilitating adoptions. 
 

10:45 AM-1:15 PM Genetic Sexual Attraction hosted by 
Denise Carroll, BSEd & Leslie Mackinnon, LCSW 
 

Topic: Creating a  Safe Space for Persons 
Experiencing Genetic Sexual Attraction: One of the 
least discussed phenomenon of reunion, will be addressed 
factually and compassionately. Exploring this sometimes 
uncomfortable and controversial subject, enables those 
suffering, to make sense of a very normal reaction to 
abnormal circumstances caused by reunion.  It is important to 
comprehend the underlying dynamics of GSA in order to 
avoid additional trauma as well as to begin to compile reliable 
data about the frequency of it's occurrence.   
 

1:15 PM– 1:30 PM Closing Remarks  
 

CEUs 
 

Approval has been received from 
the University of Georgia for 10 

core CEU hours for licensed social  

workers, licensed professional  

Counselors, and licensed marriage 
and family therapists.   

Conference Agenda 
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The Conference Location: 

Atlanta Technical College 
1560 Metropolitan Pkwy SW 

Atlanta, GA 30310 
Cleveland L. Dennard Conference  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For  Hotel Reservations 
 

Hyatt Regency Atlanta 
265 Peachtree St NE 

Atlanta, GA 30303 
Phone: (404) 577-1234 

 
Hilton Atlanta 

255 Courtland St NE 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

Phone: (404) 659-2000 
 

Country Inn & Suites by Radisson 
Atlanta Downtown South at Turner 

Field 
759 Pollard Blvd SW 

Atlanta, GA 30315 
Phone: (404) 658-1961 

 
 
 

 



  GALAA Member 

  Non-GALAA Member 

  Adoptive Parent(s) 

  Student 

Please Check One: 

  Full Registration (Both Days)          Thursday Only          Friday Only   
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LESLIE MACKINNON, LCSW 
Leslie Pate Mackinnon has maintained a private psychotherapy practice for four decades. She resides 
in Atlanta and presents both nationally and internationally on issues that impact families conceived 
through adoption and third-party reproduction. She’s been on Good Morning America with Robin 
Roberts, and on CNN discussing the impact of the internet on adoption. She was featured in Dan 
Rather’s investigative report:  ‘Adoption or Abduction’ and her story is included in the book: ‘The Girls 
Who Went Away.’  Drawn to the field by placing her two firstborn sons for adoption when she was a 
teenager, her passion today is to educating as many therapists as possible. She currently serves on 

the Evan B. Donaldson’s Board of Directors. For more information about Leslie, please visit 
www.lesliepatemackinnon.com. 
 

DENISE CARROLL, BSED 
Denise Carroll is a former early-education teacher, an 
adoptee, and an adoptive mom. She holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Early Childhood Education (BSEd) 
from the University of Georgia.  She and her husband of 
over 30 years have two biological sons, both of whom 
are now married, and a teenage daughter adopted from 

China. She searched for her family of origin when she 
and her husband began the process of adopting their 
daughter. She is reunited with both sides of her birth 

family and most of her half siblings. She served as a state representative for the 
American Adoption Congress for several years, and then became a member of 
their board of directors, acting as Secretary and Adoptive Parent Liaison for 
three years.  
 

DANA BROWN, LCSW 
Dana Brown is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, who has 
worked at Families First for 17 years. She has been the 
Program Manager with the Georgia Adoption Reunion 
Registry since 2014. Prior to her current role, Dana was the 
Interim Adoption Program Manager with the majority of her 
tenure being an Adoption Social Worker facilitating Special 
Needs Adoptions.  Dana is the current president of GALAA. 

She has 23 years of experience in child welfare with emphasis on working with 
children and families who have experienced trauma. Dana will be  moderating 
the panel session.  
 

Panel Members include: 
 Birth mother 

 Adult Adoptee 

 Sibling group 

 

Registration Fees 

Two Day Rate -  
Thursday & Friday 

(10 CEU Hours) 
 GALAA members:  $200 
 Non-GALAA members:  $225 
 If registering at the door, add 

$25 to the above fees 

One Day Rate - Thursday Only:  
$125  

(6 CEU Hours) 

One Day Rate - Friday Only:  
$100      

(4 CEU Hours) 
 

Student Fee:  $75 for full con-
ference or $50 for 1 day of the 
conference (either day) 
 

Adoptive and Foster Parents ‒ 
(No CEUs offered however cer-
tificates of  attendance will be 
available):  
 $40 per person per day 

Cancellations:  75% refund if 
cancelled up to 2 weeks prior 
to the event. No refund issues 

after  March 1, 2018. 

Registration Form 
Please submit a separate registration form per person, reproduce if necessary.  Payment 
should be included with this registration form.  No confirmation of registration will be 
sent out.  Receipts available at the door. 
 
Name __________________________________________________ 
Address ________________________________________________ 
Agency/Org.: ____________________________________________ 
Email:__________________________________________________  
Phone number: __________________________________________ 
Fee enclosed: $_______ for ______ attendees (submit separate registration form per person.)   
For Information, call Dana Brown at 404-657-3560 or Racquelle Grant at 770-452-9995. 
________________________________________________________________ 
Dietary Restrictions (Please specify):  

 

Make Checks Payable to: “GALAA” 
Mail checks to:  ℅ Racquelle Grant 
Agape: 3094 Mercer University Dr. 
Ste. 200,Atlanta, GA 30341-4141 
 
There is a second registration option 
through Eventbrite. See page 4 of 
brochure. 

http://www.lesliepatemackinnon.com/


The Georgia Association of 
Licensed Adoption Agencies 

GALAA is a consortium of licensed child 
placing agencies and other professional prac-
titioners involved in providing adoption re-
lated services who are organized for the fol-
lowing purposes: 

 

 To promote quality and ethical adoption 
practices among providers of adoption 
services; 

 To provide a forum for cooperation, 
networking, training, innovation and the 
sharing of information on trends and 
important concerns of interest to adop-
tion practitioners; 

 To serve as a resource in the community 
to advance awareness and understanding 
of adoption; and 

 To advocate for quality and expedient 
adoption laws and practices at the local 

and state level. 
 

GALAA President:  Dana Brown, LCSW 
Families First  404-657-3560 

 

 

The 2019 Annual GALAA 
Conference on Adoption 

www.georgiaadoption.org 

This year GALAA is  providing a second option for  
conference  registration and payment . Please  visit:  
https://galaaconference2019.eventbrite.com.  
 
*Please note that fees do apply with this option.*  
 
The refund policy is the same for both options, and 
will not be processed until after the conference. If a 
refund applies, only the conference registration will 
be refunded not the administrative fee from Event-
brite. 

 

CONNECTIVE HEALING: 
THE LIFELONG PROCESS 

 
 
 

Featuring 
Robyn Gobbel 

Leslie Mackinnon & Denise Carroll  
Special Adoption Panel 

 

March 14th 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
March 15th 8:30 AM - 1:30 PM 

 

Atlanta Technical College 
1560 Metropolitan Pkwy SW 

Atlanta, GA 30310 
Cleveland L. Dennard Conference Center 


